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Society: Minutes

MINUTES

The 39th annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society was held in the Miami Biltmore
hotel, Coral Gables, on March 27th, 1941. The meeting was called to order by President Calvin Horace
Curry at eleven-thirty o’clock. Because of the inability of the Recording Secretary, Mr. Albert C.
Manucy, to be present, the President appointed Mr.
Maxwell A. Kilvert, Winter Park, to serve as Recording Secretary, pro tem.
By consent, the roll call was dispensed with,
President Curry explaining that registration of
members upon arrival would constitute a record of
attendance. Approximately sixty members were in
attendance.
President Curry called for the reports of officers.
The President’s report, having been delivered during the morning session as a part of the program,
was not given a second time. The report of the
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian was called
for and was delivered orally by Mr. Watt Marchman. It was accepted.
The Treasurer’s report, prepared by Dr. Dorothy
Dodd, Treasurer of the Society, was read by Mr.
Watt Marchman in the absence of Dr. Dodd who
could not be present. The report was received and
ordered filed.
The reports of the James A. Robertson Memorial
Committee (A. J. Hanna, Chairman) and the Publications Committee (John B. Stetson, Jr., Chairman) were given by Professor A. J. Hanna. With
reference to the first of these committees, he stated
that encouraging progress had been made in transcribing under Dr. A. Curtis Wilgus's supervision
the handwritten notes left by Dr. Robertson which
will form the basis for the memorial volume or
volumes on the bibliography of Florida. Several
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contributions received during the year had made
this progress possible.
Reporting for Dr. Stetson, Professor Hanna said
this committee proposes to revise and revive the
publications program previously conducted by Dr.
Robertson and that the first of the new series would
be a book on the flags of Florida. This consists of
a whole series of water-color flags ready for reproduction, and accompanying each flag will be
its history. The committee’s next step will be to
secure the necessary subscribing members to underwrite the cost of publication.
Mrs. F. B. Crowninshield, chairman of the Committee for the Preservation and Restoration of
Florida Antiquities, presented its report. She explained that the purpose of the committee is to
create and extend public interest in the preservation and restoration of Florida antiquities; to engage in the preservation and restoration, preferably with existing agencies, of the rapidly disappearing antiquities of Florida ; and to exhibit authentic types of historic objects and memorabilia
in order to stimulate public interest in early Florida. The committee’s program is (1) to survey the
field of Florida antiquities, compile descriptions
and histories, determine ownership, and record this
information for the use of the public; (2) to present lectures and exhibits; and (3) to maintain in
the Library of the Florida Historical Society in
St. Augustine a master map indicating the location of all Florida antiquities. A list of some eightyfive old houses has already been compiled by the
committee. Mrs. Crowninshield urged all members
of the Society to aid the committee in the compilation of a master list, and to cooperate fully in its
program.
Mr. John G. McKay, chairman of the Finance
Committee, submitted the budget approved by the
106
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Board of Directors at the special meeting on the
evening of March 26th. In presenting the budget,
Mr. McKay called the attention of the Society to
the salary of $1,500 per year now paid the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, made possible
by the generous contribution of a group of interested members. He reviewed the plan presented
and adopted by the Society at the annual meeting
in March 1940, by which interested members of
the Society agreed to underwrite the salary of Mr.
Marchman as Corresponding Secretary and Librarian for a period of three years. In presenting
the budget of the Finance Committee at this time,
Mr. McKay expressed the opinion of the committee
that the sum allotted to the salary of the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian was inadequate,
and on behalf of the Committee and members of
the Society, he recommended the amount be increased to $1800 annually, to begin at once. The
budget, incorporating the increase in the amount
of salary was received and approved and ordered
filed. (It is published herewith).
In the absence of Mrs. Henry L. Richmond, Jacksonville, chairman of the Committee on Florida
Music, who could not be present, her report was
read by Mr. Watt Marchman, Corresponding Secretary and Librarian. The report was accepted
with thanks and filed.
Mr. Maurice Ries, of Tulane University, a member of the Committee on Florida Archaeology, presented the report of the chairman, Dr. Doris Stone.
The committee has completed three projects: (1)
a detailed map has been made of the archaeological features of Fort George Island, at the mouth
of the St. Johns River, near Jacksonville ; (2) a
site survey in the Ten Thousand Islands region of
south Florida has been conducted by Frederick W.
Sleight, a member of the committee, which resulted
107
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in definitely locating eight aboriginal sites in addition to gathering a representative surface collection from each area; and (3) the Excavators’ Club
of Harvard University, under joint sponsorship of
the committee and the Thomas R. Baker Museum
of Natural History at Rollins College, conducted
a “dig” at a site on the St. Johns flood plain some
five miles northwest of Geneva, Florida.
The committee published and had ready for distribution at the annual meeting an attractive brochure stating its policy and program.
Mr. John G. McKay, representing the members
of the Board which met with Mr. D. H. Redfearn,
Chairman of the State Library Board at a conference held on the evening of March 26th at the
Miami Biltmore hotel, presented the following resolution prepared as a result of the conference, and
moved its adoption by the Society:
WHEREAS. the Florida State Library Board indicated a
desire to cooperate with the Florida Historical Society to the end
that the purposes of both organizations may be advanced, and
the State Library Board has requested discussions looking toward
mutual helpfulness ; and
WHEREAS, some plan of cooperation is obviously desirable;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Annual
Meeting of the Florida Historical Society that a committee be
appointed by the president with power to work out and put
into effect a suitable arrangement, but that none of the policies,
program and activities of the Society be curtailed, or any powers
now enjoyed by the Society be relinquished.

The resolution was seconded and carried unanimously.
The following were appointed to constitute the
committee created by the resolution: Dr. Kathryn
T. Abbey, Tallahassee, Mr. A. J. Hanna, Winter
Park, and Mr. C. H. Curry, Quincy.
The report of the Nominations Committee was
called for by the president and was presented by
Mr. Gaines R. Wilson, a member of the committee,
for Mrs. C. W. Ten Eick, chairman, as follows:
108
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Officers
For president: John G. McKay, Miami
for 1st vice-president: John B. Stetson, Jr., DeLand
for 2nd vice-president : Herbert Lamson, Jacksonville
for recording secretary: Albert C. Manucy, St.
Augustine
for treasurer : Dorothy Dodd, Tallahassee
for corresponding secretary and librarian : Watt
Marchman, St. Augustine
Directors
State at large: George Eustis Potts, Ormond Beach
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Hawthorn
2nd Congressional District: Philip S. May, Jacksonville
4th Congressional District: Thomas P. Caldwell,
Miami
Nominations Committee for 1942
Calvin Horace Curry, Quincy, chairman
Mrs. William C. Bowers, Cooperstown, N. Y.
Thomas P. Caldwell, Miami
A. J. Hanna, Winter Park
Albert C. Manucy, St. Augustine
Respectfully submitted :
Mrs. C. W. Ten Eick, chairman
Mark F. Boyd, Tallahassee
Mrs. F. B. Crowninshield, Boca Grande
Herbert Lamson, Jacksonville
Gaines R. Wilson, Miami
Mr. Wilson moved the acceptance of the committee’s report. It was seconded and carried. The
president called for further nominations. It was
moved that the secretary cast the ballot for those
nominated by the committee. There was a second
to this motion and it was carried unanimously.
109
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The secretary read the following resolutions
which were adopted:
Be It Resolved, that the Corresponding Secretary of the Society
be authorized and is hereby requested to express condolence in
the name of the Society to the families of members who have
passed away since our last annual meeting.
Be It Resolved, by the Florida Historical Society assembled in
annual meeting at Coral Gables, Florida, on March 27, 1941, that
the thanks and appreciation of the Society be, and the same is
hereby, extended to the Program Committee which has provided
for the writing and presentation of excellent papers on important
phases of our state and local history; to the speakers and others
taking part on the program who have contributed so greatly to
the success of this meeting; to the committees on Arrangements,
Reception and Publicity, which have executed all details for
making this meeting a memorable one; to the Committee on
Exhibits for preparing an unusual and highly interesting and
instructive exhibit of Florida historical materials; and to the
management of the Miami Biltmore hotel for its full cooperation
and all courtesies extended.
Be It Resolved, by the Florida Historical Society that the
thanks and appreciation of the Society be, and the same is
hereby, extended to the members of the Society in St. Augustine,
to the St. Augustine Historical Society and Institute of Science,
to the City of St. Augustine and to the people of St. Augustine
for making possible the very successful formal reception and
opening of the Society’s library in the new location in the
Alcazar building in St. Augustine, on Thursday evening, March
20, 1941.

It was moved that the Society give a rising vote
of thanks to the retiring president, Mr. Calvin
Horace Curry, in appreciation of his able and progressive leadership during the year. The motion
was seconded, unanimously carried and so done.
An invitation was presented by Mr. X. L. Pellicer of St. Augustine on behalf of the members
of the Society in St. Augustine, for the Society
to hold its 1942 annual meeting in that city at the
Society’s headquarters and library in the Alcazar
building. Mr. Pellicer moved, and it was seconded
by Mrs. Frederick W. Kirtland, that the invitation
be accepted. The motion was carried.
A general discussion then followed concerning
methods for increasing the active membership of
the Society. Mr. Maxwell A. Kilvert, a member of
110
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the membership committee, explained that letters
were being sent to all present members, requesting
them to suggest the names of at least five prospective members. Letters of invitation are then
sent to the prospective members by the secretary.
It was urged that if every member would make
it his duty to secure at least one additional member,
the membership roll would soon be doubled.
Mr. Ries suggested that in families where one
or more are interested in becoming members of the
Society and do not care to receive more than one
copy of the Quarterly, a reduced membership fee
should be available.
Mr. Pellicer moved that the annual meeting express its approval and recommend that the Board
of Directors consider Mr. Ries’s suggestion, viz.
that members of families of members be allowed
the privilege of becoming members of the Society
on payment of one dollar additional, without receiving the Quarterly.
The motion was seconded by Dr. Abbey and
carried.
The president instructed the secretary to send
Mr. Julien C. Yonge, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly, a telegram expressing the regret
of the members that he was not able to be present.
This was so done.
The chair favored a motion for adjournment and
the meeting adjourned at 12:45 o’clock in the
afternoon.
Respectfully submitted :
Maxwell A. Kilvert
Recording Secretary, pro tem.
Approved:
C. H. Curry
President.
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